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Springfield’s Great Race War.
(Extracts from lllinois State Register of Saturday morning, August 15, 1908.)

“Mob law, implacable, inexorable, with justice as its excuse and basing its depredations upon
the theory that might makes right, held Springfield in its grasp all last night while a great mob of men,
thirsting for revenge for the brutal assault upon Mrs. Hallam and the cold-blooded murder of Clergy
Ballard, foiled in their early attempt to get the negro prisoners charged with these crimes from the
county jail, stoned the troops called out to resist them, defied police and sheriff’s deputies, wrecked the
restaurant and burned the automobile of Harry Loper because he aided in spiriting the negroes away
from the city; fought a desperate battle with bullets and fire brands in the negro district, shattered plate
glass windows, burned twenty houses before 3 o’clock this morning, and held a general reign of terror,
leaving in the wake of riot a long list of dead and injured.

“The immense crowd first showed its desperation when it defied the troops and the officers and
threatened to attack the jail. Sheriff Werner pleaded in vain. He declared time and time again the
prisoners had been taken away.

“But the crowd would not heed advice. They demanded revenge. When they found they could
not succeed in gaining entrance to the jail they turned their attention to Loper’s restaurant, bent upon
destroying that because they had heard that Mr. Loper had aided in spiriting the prisoners away. ***

“’On to Loper’s,” was the cry that was raised by the mob last night when they heard that the
negro prisoners — Joe James and George Richardson — had been spirited away from the city in Mr.
Loper’s automobile. And ‘on to Loper’s the mob went. Bricks were hurled, Mr. Loper’s automobile
overturned and then burned, the entire building wrecked and furniture smashed or burned with the
automobile.

“Fully ten thousand people packed Fifth street from Adams to Monroe, and across the
intersections, watching the ring-leaders wreck the building and contents.

1|Page



“It was while the work of destruction was at its height that Louis Johnson, a lad about 17 years
old, residing at 1308 East Reynolds street, and who was employed at the Desnoyers Shoe factory, was
killed. Conflicting stories are told as to his death.”

The total dead to date numbers six and wounded are innumerable. The property loss will exceed
$200,000. The cost to the county and state cannot at present be estimated. The following photographs
are genuine views of the mob’s destructive work.
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Sangamon County Jail.

Where the prisoners were first confined and first mob violence was manifested.
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Exterior of Harry Loper’s Café on South Fifth Street.

Where mob vented wrath on Mr. Loper for assisting their prey to escape their vengeance.
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Interior of Loper’s Café After Mob Had Completed Devastation.

Everything was demolished, including the handsome buffet in the basement. All furniture and fixtures
were carried into the street and burned.
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The Remains of Loper’s $5,000 Auto.

This auto was used by Mr. Loper in spiriting the prisoners away from the jail.
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Fishman’s Pawn Shop and Johnson’s Saloon.

These were visited by the mob directly after demolishing Loper’s restaurant. The pawn shop was
completely destroyed and the saloon badly damaged.

Page 6
Osborne’s Colored Barber Shop

Completely wrecked and all tools confiscated.
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“Dandy Jim’s” Saloon at 8" and Washington.

Ed. White’s (colored) Saloon.
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Mayor Roy Reece. Who narrowly escaped mob violence.
Another Scene on East Washington Street.
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Scene on East Madison Street.

In the heart of the “Black Belt.”
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Another View on East Madison Street.

Where mob’s violence reached its highest pitch.
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Scene of Lynching

Shows tree at 12" and Madison, on which Scott Burton was hanged.
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Soldiers Encamped on State House Grounds.
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Soldiers Encamped at the State Arsenal.
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Troops Encamped on Capitol Hill.

Page 15

Troops at Ninth and Jefferson.
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Showing barber shop of Scott Burton, who was lynched, the first building to be fired.
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W. H. Bowe. Deputy County Treasurer, who was shot and almost lynched by negroes.

Sheriff Werner.

Page 17

Roy Young Making Spectacular Confession.

Young stands in the doorway pointing. On one side of him stands Detective Jones, on the other,
Detective Bogardus. He is pointing out a house he helped to burn.
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